12         DACI.l   BEFORE   THE  ROMAN CONQUEST.

seized the commander of the Roman garrison at
Sarmizegethusa and refused to give him up, unless
the Emperor recompensed him for his losses in the'
last war. The brave Roman officer took poison in
order to relieve Trajan from this dilemma, and the
scanty ruins of the mausoleum, which his grateful
master raised to his memory, are still to be seen a
little to the north of Varhely.

The second Dacian campaign of Trajan was easier
than the first. The remembrance of their former
defeats made many of the Dacians unwilling to risk
further losses. Decebalus offered to make peace.
But Trajan replied that he must first lay clown his
arms. The Dacian monarch preferred to die, and
held out with a mere handful of men against the
Roman army. No quarter was given on either side ;
the Roman soldiers cut off the heads of their prisoners
and stuck them on pikes ; the Dacian women fastened
their captives'hands behind their backs and applied
blazing torches to their bare bodies. A final battle
beneath the walls of the capital ended the war. The
Dacians set fire to the town and took poison to avoid
falling into the hands of their enemies. Decebalus,
tracked by the legionaries to his retreat in the
mountains, sank exhausted at the foot of a tree ; and
when the Romans advanced to seize him, plunged a
dagger into his breast His head was carried to
Trajan ; Dacia lay at the mercy of the conqueror.
By the end of 106 it had become a Roman province.
The Emperor, after remaining a short time to arrange
for its future administration, returned to celebrate, by
what was perhaps the most magnificent spectacle of